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PREFACE 


In Anſwer to the Preface of the Publiſher of the 


— 


Repreſentation. 


T is an eaſy matter to find Faults, and very agreeable to 
Men of a querulous Temper ; but that it is not ſo eaſy 
to reform them in a Community, may appear by the want 
of Reformation among the  Complainers themſelves. 

And this querulous Temper is the more to be condemn'd, when it 
exerts itſelf in an indecent manner, at an unſeaſonable time, and 
in an ill Cauſe. I am perſuaded in my Conſcience, that the 
Publiſher of the Repreſentation or Grievances of the Lower Houſe is 
very faulty in all theſe Particulars; and if he be ſo, every impar- 
tial Man will own that he highly deſerves Correction. 

It was generally hop'd and belicv'd, that the unhappy Diſ- 
putes, relating to the Buſineſs of Convocation, were, in a good 
meaſure, laid aſleep ; and tho' the two Houſes could not come 
toa final Accommodation, that at leaſt their Proceedings and 
Reſolutions would be confin'd to their own Cogniſance, and be 
no longer the Subject of publick Controverſy. For this Reaſon, 
two Papers, in Defence of the Rights of the Upper-Houſe, and 
of moment in the preſent Diſpute, tho”. Printed above a Year a- 
go, have been kept private thus long, becauſe the Authors of 
them reſoly'd not to break that happy Ceffation. 

But all good Men, who reckon'd this Silence a conſiderable ſtep 
towards the Peace and Unity of our Church, have lately found 
themſelves diſappointed in their Hopes, by the Printing and Pub- 
liſhing, A — LI made by the Lower- Houſe of Convocation to 


the 4 chiiſuop and Biſhops, Anno 1703, with a Preface of the 


Publiſher's, full of indecent and provoking Reflections, as well 
upon the Preſident and Biſhops, as upon thoſe of the Lower Cler- 
5 . 1 thought themſelves oblig'd to vindicate their Lord- 

ips Rights. Nan 
What the majority of thoſe who were then preſent in the 
Lower-Houſe, imitating the Language of Parliament, have cal- 
led a Repreſentation, is no more than what their Predeceſlors ſtibd 
the Articles or Grievances of the Cleroy : Articuli Cleri, Gravami- 
2 na 


and therefore the Publiſher's Friends have adapted many new 


Enemies, he ſhould have conſider'd how much they would rejoice 


all Governments and Conſtitutions, Irregularities will unavoid— 


thereby qualify d and ax bs to ſee Diſciplin kept up, and the 


may be; nay it always will be, that particular Men are remifs, 


cation to the Preſident and Biſhops, in whoſe Ordinary Power it 


* 
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ya Cleri, Reformanda in Convocatione, are the current and ordin.. 
ry Fhraſes in that Caſe, and by perpetual uſe are become the 
eſtabliſh'd Language in an Engliſh Synod. But old Terms are not 
for the purpoſe of thoſe, who are making a new Conſtitution ; 


Terms to their new Notions, and he himſelf has coin'done never 
heard of before, The Higher- Houſe of Convocation. 

I have more Charity for the Publiſher of that Repreſentation, 
than to think he meant it a Libel upon the preſens State of our 
Church and Clergy: But before he put it into the Hands of our 


to ſee it, and what Inferences they would naturally make from 
ſuch heavy Complaints of looſeneſs in nes A. and Manners a- 
mong the Clergy of the Eſtabliſſd Church. No doubt, but in 


ably ariſe, as long as Superiors and Inferiors are Men, and have 
the Paſſions and Frailties of hamane Nature. But it is a hap- 
pineſs, for which the preſent Times have great reaſon to be thank- 
ful, that the Church was never bleſs d with Governors of grea- 
ter Piety, Learning, Sobriety and Wiſdom, who having approv'd 
themfelyes worthy of that high Station by their exemplary Lives, 
andtheir unweary'd Labours, as well in the Paſtoral Duties as the 
defence of the Church againſt Papiſts and other Diſſenters, are 


Offices of the Church duly e within their ſeveral di- 
ſtricts. And as for the preſent State of the Clergy of England, 
whoever looks back upon the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and K. 
James I. and conſiders the multitude of Complaints out of every 
Dioceſe, againſt unconformable Miniſters even of Parochial Chur- 
ches, will think theſe very happy and regular Times; when, per- 
haps, there is not one in every Dioceſe who ſcruples a ſtrict Con- 
formity to the Rubrick, Canons and Articles of the Church. lt 


and want to be quicken'd by a ſtri& execution of the Laws; and 
that is a proper matter of Complaint from the Clergy' in Convo- 


is, for the moſt part, to remedy ſuch Abuſes. But to repreſent 
the Irregularities of particular Men as a general Corruption in 
the Diſcipline of the Church, and' then to convey that Repre- 
ſentation into the Hands of Papiſts and other Diſſenters, is, in 


truth, to ſacrifice the Honour and Intereſt of our Church to their real 
* OR 
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wn unreaſonable Humors and Deſigns. . And tho” they cannot 
but be ſatisfy d, that the Adminiſtration thereof was never more 
eract and regular, yet having, for Reaſons beſt known to them- 
ſelyes, a perfonal prejudice againſt our Eccleſiaſtical Governors, 
they will not endure to have it thought, that the Church and its 
Diſcipline proſper in their Hand. 
The Publiſher of the Repreſentation ſays, He is one who, - with 
great grief, obſervꝰ d the Riſe and Progreſs of thoſe Diſputes, which lately 
livided the two Houſes of Convocation. It ſhould ſeem, by the Pu- 
kication of that Paper, and his provoking Preface to it, that it 
vas a much greater grief to him, to ſee this Controverſy, by the ſi- 
lence of the Writers on both ſides, almoſt forgotten, and in a 
fiir way to die of itſelf, if it was not reviv'd by freſh Provocations; 
and that therefore hethrew in this Bone of Contention juſt as the 
Convocation was ready to ſit, to remind the Members of theirCauſe, 
and exaſperate their Spirits againſt the next Meeting,, 1 +, 
One Reaſon which he aſſigns for ſending abroad the Repreſents- 
tion, is, The Honour of the Lower Houſe ;, tho' he refle very diſin- 
genuouſly upon many of the principal Members of it. However, 
while he was doing Honour to the Lower-Houſe, he ſhould not have 
forgot to do juſtice to the Upper; but ought to have acquainted 
his Reader fairly and honeſtly, that as the Clergy did their part 
in carrying up the Grievances, the Preſident and Biſhops did theirs 


too in receiving them e and aſſuring them, that in the 
Pe 


Articles of Enquiry, at their reſpective Viſitations, particular re- 
zard ſhould be had to the miſcarriages com lain d of in that Re- 
preſentation, and care taken to execute the Laws and Canons up- 
on ſach of their Clergy as ſhould be found Obnoxious. This ap- 
pears more at en the Speech made by the moſt Reverend the 
Preſident, to the Lower-Clergy; of which having obtain'd a Co- 
py, I here give it the Reader at large, becauſe when the Repre- 
ſentation was made publick, this ought, in juſtice to his Grace and 
their Lordſhips, to have accompanyd it: And, to ſay no worſe of 
It, twas a very unfair part in the Publiſher (who, as he ſays, had 
taken care to furniſh himſelf with Copies of what paſs'd on that occaſion, 
mithout any Authority to make one publick more than another)to 
mint that branch of the Proceedings which he thought might-be 
lme Honor to the Lower-Houſe, and leave the World to believe, 
that the Upper-Houſt did not regard the Grievances,. nor ap- 
bear to have any concern for the Diſcipline of the Church, The 
reaſon of which concealment is plain, becauſe the Publication ot 


- >, to 
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"The" Prefute. 
that part Which evficern'd the Upper-Honfe, would have con. 
vic devery — 7 their den care of the Church, and left 
Se ig 


no rom for the Scandal mainly deſign'd in his ſending abroad the 
other part, ix. That the preſentGovernors of the Church have 55 
tonder i xd prefer ve its Diſcipline, and thar if the Lower-Houſe 
of Convocation did not beſtir themſelves at this time, it muſt be 
unavofdabty ruin d. By theſe pious Arts has that fancy heen pro- 
paęated, that ſuch a part of the Clergy in Convocation are the 
great ſuppott of the Church in the Province of Canterbury, | 
woiider* how it ſabſiſts all this while in the Province of ork 
-where'they have no ſuch Lower-Houſe to invigorare their Supe. 
lors; and cn them to account for their Behaviour in their ſe- 
veral Dioceſe ? N 
He would be thought to lay it much to Heart, That ſo little 
Buſineſs is done in Convocation; That they who aſſert the Rights 
of the Upper - Houſe pay their Attendance, there ſo ſeldom, and, 
That” the Governors of the Church take no care. to retrieve the 
Honour, and ſhew the uſefulneſs of Convocations. As to the firſt, the 


little” Buſineſs that is done in Convocation (tho? much leſs was 


done from the Year 1563 to the Revolution) there is no Remedy 
For it, till ſome warm Members will be content to act in Subor- 
dination to their Superiors, and by ſuch dutiful meaſures as their 
predeceſſors have always done. But *till that Diſpoſition appear 
amony them, the attendance of the reſt of the Clergy who can- 
not join in thoſe Innovations, would he to little purpoſe, except 
it were to enter their daily Proteſtarions againſt ſuch irregular 
Practices; ſince it is impoflibſe tos ſeparate” Bulineſs, as to the 
matter of it, from theſe Irtegulatities in the manner of proceed- 
ing. By which, and the Diſputes conſequent upon them, ſome of 
theLower-Clergy have contributed more to the diſhonour ofCon- 
vocations, and an unhappy * re that they are not only uſeleſs 
but miſchievons, than the moſt malicious Enemies of our Church 
ever did, or ever can do. And I know no poſſibility there is of 
retrieving the honour, and ſhowing the »/efineſs of them, till they 
will relinquiſh their unwarrantable Claims, and then proceed in 
a regular and reſpectful way, upon ſome Buſineſs that may be for 
the real Service of the Church and Religion. But they whom he 
complains of for abſenting themſelves, are very ſenſible how lit- 


tie of chat kind can bettone, tiſſ our moſt gracious Queen (whoſe 


readineſs to do every thing for the real good of the Church, wil 
not ſurely be queſtion'd by this Writer or his Friends) ſhall find 
it coavenient to empower them by her Royal Licence. If 


Tbe Preface. 

If Grievances may be drawn up and preſented without ſuch Li- 
cence, the Members of one fide are numerous enough for that, 
and too well diſpos d to find Faults in their Superiors, to need 
aſſiſtance in ſuch work. And as for Buſineſs of other kinds, the 
worthy Perſons reflected on for their abſence, are not ſo much 
ſtrangers to the Houſe, but that they remember how oft at- 
tempts have been made to proceed upon Matters not ſafely to be 
treated of without a Licence; and how harſhly they have been 
ad by ſome of this Author's Friends, for endeavouring to keep 
them within the bounds of the Law, and both Them and the 
Clergy they repreſent, out of future danger and miſchief. And 
in theſe Circumſtances, when they cannot be preſent without o- 

ly declaring againſt the Aatrer as well as Manner of pro- 
ceedings in the Lower-Houſe, they may well think that their 
abſence deſerves Thanks rather than Cenſure. EO LE 5 

But when the Members, who have hitherto acted thus irregu- 
Jarly, ſhall ſhew that they are in 'earneſt for Buſineſs, by à difpo- 
ſition to proceed according to the Laws of the Land and the fta 
ted Rules of Convocation; if the Preſident and Biſhops, and 
thoſe of the Clergy who aſſert their Lordſhips Rights, appear to 
be backward, either in executing the preſent Laws or -j rocuring 
new ones; then (but not till then) let the blame lay upon their 
lordſhips, and thoſe whom the Publiſner calls their Favonrires in 
the Lower-Houſe, - deed, 1242 Y 

In the mean time, it is the happineſs of our Church to be un- 
der ſuch Laws already as are excellently fitted ro maintain it's 
Diſcipline, and ſuch Governors as will not fiffer the Laws to lie 
oſeleſs ; reſtraining Vice and promoting Religion by their R- 
tabliſh'd Courts, and the Authority veſted in their Order, And 
not by the Societies for Reformation, ds this Write? very unjuſti 
inſinuates. The Members of theſe uolunt am Societies are ſaid to 
be yirtuous and gpod Men, and to do Service to the —.— i 
their Endeavours to. ſee the orer ſort of Children inſtru ef 
Religion , and ſettPd. in ſome honeſt 'Callings and“ Heiing 7 
all things ſtrictly conformable to the Church o Fnglaud, "they 
thus far deſerve no diſcouragement at leaſt, from our Hecleſſaſtical 
Governors. But as to the pointof Reformation; in that they have 
n0 correſpondence with our Biſhops or Paſtors, but only with the 
civil Magiſtrates, to whom they make themſelves ſubſervient in 
the adminiſtration of Juſtice , by. informing them concerning 
Honſes of ill Fame and Debaucheries of all {orts, that the Laws 
may be put in execution againſt them. [ 
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of Convocation did not beſtir themſelves at this time, it muſt be 
unavoldabiy rain'd. By theſe pions Arts has that fancy heen pro- 
paented, that ſuch a part of the Clergy IH Convocation are the 
great ſupport of the Church in the Province of Canterbury. 
woiider how it ſubſiſts all this while in the Province of Tor, 
WhRhexe they have tO ſuch Lower-Houſe to invigorare thelr Supe. 


lors and cl them to account for their Behaviour in their ſe. 
veral Dibeeſt ? e 
He would be thought to lay it much to Heart, That ſo little 
Buſineſs is done in Convocation; That they who aſſert the Rights 
of the Upper-Houſe pay their Attendance, thefe ſo ſeldom; and, 
That" the Governors of the Church take, no cate. to retrieve the 
Hunou and ſhew the uſefulneſs of Convocations. As to the firſt, the 
little” Buſineſs that is done in Convocation (tho? much leſs waz 
done from the Year 1563 to the Revolution) there is noRemed 
For it, 'til ſome warm Members will be content to act in Subor- 
dination to their gu riors, and by ſich dutiful meaſures as their 
predeceſſors have always done. But *till that Diſpoſition appear 
among them, the attendance of the reſt of the Clergy who.can- 
not join in thoſe Innovations, would be to little purpoſe, except 
it were to enter their daily Proteſtariqns agaialt ſuch irregular 
Practices; ſince it is impo ble to ſeparat Buſineſs, as to the 
matter of it, from theſe Irregulatities in che manner of proceed: 
ing. By which, and the Difputes conſequent upon them, ſome af 
theLower-Clergy have conttibuted more to the diſhonour ofCon- 
vocations, and an unhappy „ F that they are not only fc 
but miſchievons, than the moſt malicious Enemies of our Church 
er did, or ever can do. And I know no poſſibility there is d 
rieving the honour, and ſhowing the a ſefulneſs of them, till the) 
will relinquiſh their unwarrantable Claims, and then proceed i 
a regular and reſpectful way, upon ſome Buſineſs that may be for 
the real Service of the Church and Religion. But they whom be 
complains of for abſenting themſelves, are very ſenſible how lit 
tie of that kind can he dune, *rill our molt gracious Queen (whole 
feadineſs to do every thing for the real good of the Church, vil 
not ſurely be queſtion'd by this Writer or his Friends) ſhall find 
it coavenient to empower them by her Royal Licence. I 
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Grievances may be drawn up and preſented without fuch Li- 
Ls the Members of one ſide are — enough for that, 
; and too well diſpos d to find Faults in their Superiors, to need 
0 ſiſtance in ſuch work. And as for Buſineſs of other kinds, the 
0 worthy Perſons reflected on for their abſence, are not ſo much 


ht But when the Members, who have hitherto acted thus irregu- 
ad, ly, ſhall ſhew that they are in earneſt for Buſineſs,” by a bio. 


edy 

* jew ones; then (but not till then) let the hlame lay pon their 
heir I Lordſhips, and thoſe whom the Publiſher calls their Fæbonrites in 
pen the Lower-Houſe 18 3 1014 


In the mean time, it is the happineſs of our Church to be un- 
ler ſuch Laws already as are excellently fitted to maintain it's 
Diſcipline, and ſuch Governors as will not fiffer the Laws to lie 


the Peeleſs ; reſtraining Vice and promoting Religion by their R- 
ced- ablihd Courts, and the Authority veſted in their Order, And 
ne of ot by the Societies for Reformation, as this Writer very unjuſtly 
Con- anuates. The Members of theſe voluntary Societies are faid to 


(leſs e virtuous and gpod Men, and to do Service to the — — I 
urch I eir Endeavours to. ſee the pooret ſort of Children iiftruftet hy 
is of eligion, and ſettFd. in Tome honeſt Callinss and Heil 8 1 


1 things ſtrictly conformable to the Church 5 Fnglaud, "they 


u far deſerve no diſcouragement at leaſt, from our Hecleſſaſtical 
orernors. But as to the point of Reformation, in that they have 


m he correſpondence with our Biſhops or Paſtors, but only with the 
w lit: ag: ſtrates, to whom they make themſelves ſubſervient in 
vhoſ e adminiſtration of Juſtice , by informing them concerning 
, wil genes of ill Fame and Debaucheries of all forts, that the Laws 


be put in execution againſt them. I 


gr 
Queen is ſo ready to interpoſe ker Authority in behalf of :Relioi. 
N fr 7 4 e yn it ſhall be laid before ker. 7 
inſtance whereof Her Majeſty was pleas d to give not long ſince 
in laying, thoſe ſeaſonahle Reſtraints upon Play- Houſes and Plays: 
and this (as I have, been inform'd) upon a humble ſigniſication of 
the Opinions of the Archbiſhops, concerning the great Miſchief 
ariſing from thence to Morality and Religion. Nor were the 
Preſident and Biſhops leſs ſenſible of Her Majeſties great goodnek 
herein, if they did not think it convenient, at the motion of the 
Lower-Houſe, to acknowledge it in a-ſolemn Addreſs; conſider- 
ing how, numerous ſuch inſtances of Her Majeſties goodnck are, 
and how. very troubleſome it would be to Her, if every great and 
-o0d Act ſne does were to produce an Addreſs in form. But their 
Lorthhips have great reaſon to be ſenſible of the Injuſtice done 
them in this, and many more caſes, by ſome of the Publiſher's 
Friends, who. ſetting themſelves up for Pillers of the Church, and 
laying it down as a fixt Principle, that their methods for advanc- 
ing the Intereſts of it are unqueſtionably the beſt, have no ſooner 
found: any. of their Motions diſapprov'd, but a Cry has immedi- 
ately run through the Province, that the Biſhops were obſtrufting 
the Intereſts of the Church. And that this late Paper of Griey- 
ances might make the ſame impreſſion, the Publiſher - took care 
to conceal what paſs d in the Upper-Houſe on that occaſion, and 
left his Reader to believe, that they were either not receiv d, or 
very little regarded, by their Lordſhips. | 
Having therefore in my Hands an exact Copy of his Grace' 
Speech, and as much Authority to ſend abroad the Anſwer of the 
omen Houſe as he had to Publiſn the:Grievarces of the Lower; 
1 here give it the Reader entire, as well out of juſtice to their 
Lordſhips, as a due abhorrence of the juſtice, Partiality, aud 
Prejudice of this Writer and his Friends. 
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DoD 94g 112im I doidys 
HE N-yourvereihere the laſt Month/ ci tolde 
ou that as ſoon as my Health was a little 
better eſtabliſh'd, I would ſpeałk to you 
. \-fomewhar largely upon your Repreſentatzom ; 
and now J am about to make good my Promiſe. 0 
It is ttuey Tveannor! ſpeak fully to dil therrd\ttioles in 
your: Paper, of which Copies were order'd to be made 
out for all the Biſhops: ,T-have not yet heard from thoſe: 
at a diſtance; nor coulil that he ſudiUaniily expected. Næi· 
ther have I had opportunity of diſcqurſingꝭ fe: frequept - 
ly and largely upon them with my Suffragzhs ſtill in 
Town, as the nature of them requires. I quęſtion not 
but in due time - Au give me more light into the ſtate 
of their Dioceſes than, Lyet — —-— 
inquire· into my d αο⁷ mn. 3302 Ie fo no 07 on 
Bur tho? I am not able, as yet, to ſpeak: fully to all; 
your Articles, yet I would, by no means, at preſent, pals 
by in ſilence, a Repreſeutat ion of ſuch Importance. 
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* ? * 


In entring upon this Matter, L Would not, if I gould 
well avoid it, take any notice of a forr-ofStumbling-block 
which lays before me at the beginning of the Repreſenta- 
in; but I meet with it again at the end of it; and the; 
repetitidn-of it ſeems to imply an intention, that it ſhaulc 
not be paſs*d over unobſerv'd. bib you? 24 132m 


B | The 
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The words which I refer to are theſe, at the beginning 
[during this long Receſs of your Lordſbips, ] and the like at 
the end [Tour Lordſbips long Receſs.) © 

That Receſs was (or ought to have been) the effect of 
the  Synedicd?) Prorogation.of the nay 6 and not 
merely of the Superior part of it, as thoſe Words ſeem 
to ſignify. And for the length of it, the plain reaſon was 
given you, viz. the approach of the great Feſtival of 


. Chriſtmas, and of the lolemo Fall-days in January: To 


which I might have added, that the ſpace of that Receſs 
was ſhort enough, conſidering the great numbers "pf the 
Lower-Houſe who were out of Town, and might (for 
ought appear'd then to the contrary) have a diſpaſitiqp to 
attend here, after the above ſaid Feaſts and Fafts were 
O Ver. TA#R0U! en o 1N0GS m I ya 

Vou tell me in the ſame Patty in which you men- 
tion the Receſs, “ That in the Seſſion December 15th, 
of 7 were encourag'd to hope, that againſt your next 
“ Meeting with the Biſhops | oa; {Rebroary 14th, ſufficient 
4 Powers might:be/progur'd fon the joint diſpatch. of Sy- 
« nodicat Buſineſs; whereupon you, on your Pr had 
« caugd the Articles in your Repreſentation to be prepar- 
„ ed. 1031. on inne eil ID a 

[Upon Recollection you will find, that I ſpake at that 
time to one Point only [that of wicked Boot.] Not but 
chat I was then, ant before that time (as I hope in God 1 
ever {hall be) heartily. diſpos'd to do my duty in all par- 
ticulars Which may tend to the benefit of tbe Church; 
and accordingly I made ſuch ſteps as I could; but was ofa 
ſuddain much indiſpos d, and by that Lndifpolition fo loog 
confin'd, that I was thereby reader'd uncapable of doing 
ſuch Service, as my Inclination would have led me to. 
From that time, ſuch Matters ftandy; ſor ougbt I know, 


| 


much as they did. Ab viSdonn 191 


They 


- 
9 
— — — RY — fi — . 1 OY 3 _ 


(6300 

They will mbve agsin, ſo ſar as Sci h any lite ig 
them, Am! ſhall-be leo eee dahin 
of the Metrüpolitical .or-Epiſcapal Rights they hews 
conſiderable patts: of the Rights of this: Church. Ot 
theſe (L truſt) the Biſhops will be always rendarges likg- 
wiſkeot-rhe: leah Riglits ot the Very leaſt of all sep 
ferve at God's Altar. ed gt itte 1940 114.) oft: 

But to come ncarer to the Repreſentation itſelf: It 
muſt be ac know ledg'd, that you have a right to com- 
plain of real Abuſes and Grievances in the Church; 
and that it is the Part and Duty of us all, eſpecially of the 
Biſhops,” Deans, and Archdeacons, to endeavour; to re- 
dreſs them as ſpeedily and effectually as may be; not- 
withſtanding: wich, it may not be amiſs to obſerve a 
few things upon the Heads dt Matters here repreſen- 
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Firſt, I obſerve, that ſome of the Complaints come 


s 


. 
. 
- 


- once: withoMeflages! as fbirpy:as I tliqught erase; 
and J have threatewd:themyrith:Complamtisy AEN 
B 2 Councellor 
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 Councellor, when I could not ſo well reach them as Arch. 
biſhop. They have made large Promiſes, and there have 
been ſome performances of chem. Many Pages in which 


r 
Ca RN and Re- printed, and a new CorreQor is now uf. 


who have the Government and Over-ſight of the Uni. 


Eceleſiaſtical, and which are much the greater number in 


(4) 


very groſs and ſcandalous Faults were found, have been 
ed by them; a Perſon fit for that Buſinefs, if he anſwer 
the Character which has been given of him, both to me 
and them. And *tis to be hop'd and believ'd, that thoſe 


verſity-Preſſes, will not be wanting in their Care. 
But all this will not be ſufficient to remedy this Evil, 
if the importation of uncorrect Exgliſb Bibles be not pre- 
- vented : Some check has been given to this ill practice, but 
it has been lefs effectual, becauſe the exceſſi ve price of Bi- 
bles at home encourages this Trade from abroad for cheap. 
neſs ſake. tex F 
Secondly,I obſerve that thoſe Matters which are properly 


ur Reproſentation;and about which the Canons are cited 
»by you 16-165-theyare. there laid down as Particulars pre- 
patative to à Royal Licence. Whereas tlie Canons ſaid to 
be tranſgreſsd, are Laws already, and are not to be en- 
- ated over again: Therefore the Biſhops, and other Offi 
cers axe concern id, not in the re- making, but in the exe- 
eueien of them and in their Epiſcopal rather than Sy- 
nocita Capacity hand Offences againſt them, as often as 
they are found, ought to be Puniſh'd, and (L truſt) wil 
be ſo from time to time. 1 92 2 
-\103; ( in 2033 101 2 IMO 1131 % Li „ ii . 
- 5 Thirdly I maſt gobfer ve. (im quftibe to my Brethren 
cell ſutè d) tho not here by you, yet by ſome without 
Doors Who have heard a Rumor of. a Repreſentation of 
Grit uantes, and have gone awa: with Miſapprehenſions 
hne ruing them): That the Abuſes complain'd of ha ve not 
Ktommened within a few Years laſt paſt, or been pals 
over every where with ſupmeſs and diſregard. A 
2 } GI 6 


na 


The further Redreſs of divers of the Abuſes mention'd 
in your Repreſentation, was requir d in the Injunctions of 
King William of glorious Memory, ſet forth in the Year 
Ninety four ; and (if I may with decency mention any 
paper of my own ſo nigh the Injunctions of a King) they 
were offer'd with a hearty Zeal, in my Circular Letter 
Publiſh'd in the Year Ninety fave, and re-printed at the 
end of the Collection of Articles and Canons, and the 
above-ſaid Injunctions, in the Year Ninety nine. 

I have many of the Heads here before me, but the re- 
petition of them may ſeem tedious, and, without it, 
they may be eaſily found in the Book now named. 


* As for Example, 


For your Article about Remiſſneſs in receiving and ex- 
amining Perſons to be Ordain'd, the words of the five 
firſt eas of the King's Injunctions are theſe, 


1. That the 34th. and 35th. Canons concerning Ordi- 
nations be ſtrictly obſerv'd. 


2, That 2 Perſon to be admitted to Holy Orders, 
do ſignify his Name, and the place of his Abode, to the 
Biſhop, fourteen Days before he is Ordain'd, to the end 
that enquiry may be made into his Life and Converſati- 
on. And that he appear at the furtheſt on Thurſday in 
Ember Week, that ſo ſuch, who, upon examination, ſhall 
be found fir, may have time to prepare themſelves by 
Faſting and Prayer, before the Day of Ordination. 


3. That every Biſhop ſhall be well fatisfy'd,that all Per- 
ſons that are to be Ordain'd,have a real Title with a ſuffi- 
cient Maintenance, according to the 33d. Canon, in which 
matter we require the Biſhops to take an eſpecialcare. 


„* 2„ 


A 


Theſe are the Heads refer d io but not then ſpoken for want of tine. 


4. That 
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4. That a Certificate of the Age of the Perſon to be 
Ordain'd, be brought, if it can be, out of the Pariſh-Re. 
giſter, or at leaſt a Certificate very well atteſted, 


J. That the part of rhe 34th. Canon which relates to 
the giving of Certificates concerning the Lives and Man- 
ners of thoſe who are to be Ordain'd, be ſtrictly look'd 
to. And that the Biſhops lay it on the Conſciences of 
the Clergy, that they ſign no Certificates, unleſs upon 
their own knowledge they judge the Perſons to be duly 
qualify'd. 


As to your Article concerning defective Entries of Or- 
dinations, it is requir'd in Sect. 6. of the Injunctions, 


That every Bifhap ſhall tranſmit between Michaelmas 
and Chriſtmas to the Archbiſhop of the Province, a Liſt 
of all ſuch Perſons as have been Ordain'd by him during 
that Year, according to the Conſtitutions of the Year 
1584, in order to be put into a publick Regiſter which 
ſhall be prepar-d by him for that uſe. © A Regiſter of 
4 ſuch Tranſmiſſions is kept in my Secretaries Office at 
« Lambeth, and may be ſeen by as many as ſhall have oc- 
« caſion to confult it. 


For the Artieles about Degrees in the Univerſities, and 
Letters Teſtimonial, you will find in the 11th. Sect. of 
the Circular Letter of 95. the care of theſe Matters earneſt - 
ly, preſs'd.in the following words, 


-''F beſtech you to think of, and to uſe all proper Me- 
thods, for the time to come, for the preventing of ſuch 

from — 0080s hr Holy Orders, who are not like- 
ly to purſu 
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e the ſacred ends of them: ſome ſuch W 
| ere 
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1 lay before you, deſiring you to take them into 
our Con . 


That you Ordain no Man Deacon or Prieſt, who hath | 


not taken ſome Degree in School in one of the Univerſi- 
ties of this Realm, unleſs in ſome extraordinary caſes. 

That youaccept of no Letters Teſtimonial brought b 
Perſonsto be Ordain'd, unleſs there be a Clauſe inferted 
in them by the Teſtifiers to this effect, That they believe 
them to be qualify*d for thatOrder into which they defire 
to be admitted. | | 

That as ſoon as any apply to you for Holy Orders, you 
give timely notice of this, at the place where the Per- 
ſon reſides or lately reſided, that ſo the exceptions againſt 
him (if any ſuch there be) may come timely to your 
knowledge. | 

That when any Perſon comes to you to be Ordain'd, 


' you lay it upon his Conſcience to obſerve ſuch — as 
in 


is preſcrib'd upon Euber- days, and to give himſe 
moſt ſerious manner to Meditation and Prayer. 


For your Articles about Licences, ſolemnization of 
Marriages and Surrogates, it is ſaid in Section 18 of the 
Iojunctions, 5 


That no Licence for Marriage without Banns ſhall be 
granted by any Eccleſiaſtical Judge, without firft taking 
the Oaths of two ſufficient Witneſſes, and alſo ſufficient 
ſecurity for performing of the Conditions of the Licenc 
according to the 102. and 103, Canons. | 

And in the Circular Letter of 95. Sect. 9, the Biſhops 
are deſir'd to hinder(as much as in them lies) all ſuch from 
being Surrogates Who are not qualify'd by the Canon, 
and to ſee that none be inftrumental in diſpatching Li- 
cences of Marriage and Solemnization of Matrimony il- 
legally, or in pronouncing the Sentences of Excommuni- 
cation 
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cation and Abſolution, without ſuch ſolemnity as that 


5 412441 21 . 144 


great and weighty Affair requires. 


3 hen, for the Articles of Commutation of Penance 
the Injunction of 94. is full in Sect. 7th.,, viz 5 


; That no Commutation of Penance ſhall be made but 
by the expreſs order and directions of the Biſhop him. 
ſelf, which ſhall be declar'd in open Court, and that the 
Commutation-Mony ſhall be apply'd only to Pious and 
Charitable Uſes, according to the Articuli pro Clero, made 
in the Year 1584, and the Conſtitutions made in the Year 
1597-conceraing the Authority of which I now forbear 
to diſpute. _ 


Further, as to the. Article concerning School-Malters 
in the 11th. Sect. of the Circular Letter of 1695. 


The Biſhops are deſir'd to take all poſſible care, that 
there begoodSchool-Maſters in the ſeveral publick Schools 
within their Dioceſs; not Licenfing any, but ſuch, asupon 
Examination, ſhall be found of ſufficient Ability, anddo 
exhibit very ſatisfactory Teſtimonals of their Temper 
and good Life; that ſo in the Education of Youth, eſpe- 
cially of ſuch as are deſign'd for Holy Orders, there may 
not be an ill Foundation laid. 


For the Article about Terriers, in the 8th. Sect. of the 
Circular Letter of 1695. there is this direction, 


That they cauſe the Clergy to purſue very carcfully 
the end of the 87th. Canon, relating to Terriers of Glebe- 
Lands, and other Poſſeſſions belonging to Churches; 
for want of which, great Controverſies daily ariſe, and 
the Rights of the Church are often loſt.) 


The 
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The Injun&ions and Circular Letter were communi- 
cated to ſuch Biſhops as could then be got together, and 
ifter it was underſtood that they thought very well of 
them, they were put into Form and Publiſh'd,.., -\ 

And it appears by their Printed Articles of Inquiry in 
their * — Viſitations, hit Mitters fit to be re- 
ſorm'd, ha ve not been forgotten by them. 3 
Many other Particulars not mention'd in ygur Repro 
tation, ha ve been thought of, and ſuggeſted;by divers 
of my Brethren, which require further amendment; 
{ach as omiſſion of Prayer before Sermon for the Queen 
andRoyal Family; publick oppolition between Preachers; 
Simony,and Colluſive Contracts towards the evading the 
Laws againſt it; illegal abſence of Paſtors. from their, 
Flocks; with many others.” 1 

Their paſt Endeavours to cure ſome of theſe Evils, 


have ſometimes put them to very great expence of Time, 


and Pains, and, Money, without the Fruit they hop'd 
for, through unexpected Obſtructions. Yer, .notwith- 
ſtanding that, ſuch difficulties will not (I am confident) 
diſcourage them in their future Attempts to ſerve the 
Church in the amending ſuch Evils, ſeeing they have, 
bleſſed be God, had ſome receſs in thoſe Matters already. 
And here I cannot ſorbear ſaying (ſeeing I can do it 
with Truth and Juſtice and without Reflexion or Flat- 
tery) that ſince the time of our publick Deliverance from 
the open attempts. of Popery, there have never been 
more frequent and * Viſita tions of Biſhops in Per- 
ſon, never more Precautions and ſtrict Examinations be- 
fore giving Orders in moſt Dioceſes, never more folema 
and orderly Confirmations, even in very many places, 
where a Biſhop had not been ſeen ſince the Reformation... 

Nor have they been wanting in joining heartily With 
others, in promoting the good Deſign of ſetting up of 
Schools of Inſtruction for the Poor, in which the Rules 


of the Church of E:/:44 are molt regularly obſerv'd, 
and 
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and which has already taken ſuch root, and ſpread it 
felf ſo widely; In purſuing the great ends of the late 
Charter of King William, for the Propagation of the Gol. 
pel in Foreign Parts; In prefling the frequent Catechiz- 
ing of Youth, which (bleſſed be God) has much obtain; 
In helping forward the Converſion of Diſſenters of al 
kinds, by ſound Arguments and gentle Methods; In ex- 
erting themſelves in behalf of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
which 1s neceſſary towards the preſervation of our moſt 
ons Queen, and the Faith of which ſhe is the De- 

os ee | | 


Fourthly, I am not ſo much taken up with theſe com- 
fortable Obſervations, as to forget, that notwithſtanding 
all this, there is reaſon for all poſſible care and diligence 
in rectifying Abuſes. | 

The Church was never perfect in any Age, and there . 
are Corruptions in the Eccleſiaſtical Body, as there are 
in the beſt Civil Conſtitutions. I do net therefore, by 
any means, ſpeak this for the ſuperſeding, but rather for 
theenforcing of the Paſtoral Care, which ought rather 
to make advances than to loſe Ground. Corrupt Inte- „ 
veſt will be always puſhing forward, and it will make | 
its way, unleſs it be perpetually repell'd (and God grant ce 

it may be fo) by watchful and vigorous Authority. It Wi i 
is not (you know) ſufficient to give or receive goodRules, Wil ": 
unleſs, from time to time, Authority exert itſelf in the ei 
erciſe of wholeſome Diſcipline. But this the Biſhops 
cannot do effectually, without the Repreſentations, Infor: Wi n. 
mations and Teſtimonies of ſuch as are willing, upon jult 1: 
occaſion, to be produc'd, or able to produce others, u E 
order to the proving, in open form, what they privately Wl 6! 
complain of, They cannot ſee all Abuſes with their own Will d 
Eyes; from which, even too often, by the imprudeat Wl ®* 
Pity of otherwiſe good Men, they are induſtriouſiy hid. 

Your affiſtance, therefore, by your proper Obſeryatos 

an 


(nn) 
and juſt Relations, will, no doubt, be always very fa- 
yourably entertain'd by me and my Suffragans. 

And now having taken up ſo much time in ſpeaking to 

our Repreſentation, I am thereby prevented from en- 
— upon your laſt Paper, calld Tour Claim of Rights : 
That has been alſoread, and Copies of it ha ve been like- 
wife made dut for the uſe of all my Brethren. 

When it pleaſeth God that we meet again, and that 
greater numbers, both of them and. you, are here pre- 
ſent, 1 ſhall (God willing) communicate their and my 
own Thoughts and Reſolutions upon all the Particulars 
in it. 

In the mean time, I commit you to the Protection and 
Guidance of God, praying him to give to his Holy Church, 
and to all the Members of it, the Bleſſings of Unity Peace, 
and Concord. | 


ws ? * 
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His is his Grace's Speech; and, upon the peruſal of it, the Rea- 
1 deris left to judge, whether if the Publiſher of the Grievan- 
ces had not been ee to Partiality, and under the in- 


It fluence of ſome other Cauſe befides that of Truth, he would not 
les have Publiſn'd it entire; or * the World with the general 
_ Drift and Deſign of it; ot have confeſs'd, at leaſt, that their 


Grievances were kindly receiv'd, and particularly conſiderd and 


o znfiver'd by the Upper-Houſe. And this judgment will be the 
for- more ſure and eaſy, by comparing it with the Grievances ; which 
jut Wi 1 therefore fubjoin at large, becauſe 1 have nb other ends in 

1 Eye, beſides Truth and Fuftice. The ſhort References to His 
teh) WY Grace's Speech and the Preface, direct the Reader to the Page on 
un both, where he will find Remarks and Obſervations upon fome 


particular Heads of Complaint in the following Kepreſent ation. 


C 2 To 


(12) 


11... 


— 
— 


To the Moft Reverend the Lord Arch. Bi 
ſhop of Canterbary, hs Grace, and 
the Right Reverend the Biſhops his Suf- 


fraguns, 


„be Elamble (/ Repreſentation of the Louer- 
PR Houſe of Convocation. © 


May it pleaſe your Grace and your Loraſhips, 


Aving received a Meſſage from your Grace by our Piolo- 
cutor, in the Seſſion, December the 15th, by which We 
were encourag'd to hope, that againſt our next meeting with 
your Lordſhips on February the 4th, (5) ſufficient Powers might 
be procur'd for the Joint diſpatch. of Syncdical Buſineſs ; We 
then thought it our Duty to employ ſeveral of our Members in 
Preparing on Our parts, during this (©) long receſs of your 
Lordſhips, ſuch Heads of Matter, as being debated, and ap- 
proved by Us, might properly be offered to your Lordſhips grave Pr 
and wiſe Conſideration. | 


— S 290 wo — kowd i e i 
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ny Accordingly We have duely weighed in our Houſe the follos- ca 
ing Articles; and do, with all Humility, . repreſent to your cr. 


(a) See Preface, Pager. 14 2 i in 


(b) See the Speech, Page 2, and 4. Ch 
That 


(e) See the Speech, Page 2. 
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That a general neglect of divers Canons and Conſtitutions, 
now in force, doth (among other great Inconveniences thence a- 
riſing) tend to introduce ſuch Cuſtoms and Uſages, 'as may, in 
time, be interpreted to amount to a Preſcription, and thereb 

the Authority and Force of the faid Canons, may be evadec 2 
the Clergy loſe their undoubted Rights, and be involved in fruit- 
leſs Conteſts and Law-ſuits, with their Pariſhion ers. 


That matter of great offence hath been Adminiſtred to Pious 
Chriſtians, and many Evil Conſequences may ariſe, from the 
practiſe of ſuch Miniſters, who read not the Common Prayers, 
Diſtinctly, Reverently and Entirely, as by the Rnbrick, and by 
the 14th Canon, they are oblig'd to do, without either diminiſh- 
ing in regard of Preaching, or in any other reſpects, or adding 
any thing in the Matter or Form thereof. 


That there hath been a great neglect of bringing ſuch Infants, 
as have been privately Baptized, into the Church, to the in- 
tent, that the Congregation may be Certified thereof. and the 
Child be there receiv'd as one of the Flock of true Chriſtian Peo- 
ple, as the Rubrick directs; and that the unjuſtifable uſe of 
the Form of publick Baptiſm in private Houſes, hath lefſen'd the 
Reverence due to that Holy Office; and, in ſome places, hath 
given Opportunity to Perſons to intrude into the Adminiſtration 
of that Holy Sacrament, and occaſion'd thoſe undue Practices of 
mutilating the Publick Form, and Baptizing without the Sign of 
the Croſs, or God-fathers and God-mothers. 3 et 

That the Remiſſneſs of Church-Wardens, in not making ſuch 
Proviſion for the Adminiſtration of the Sacrametrit'of the Lord's 
Supper, as the Rubrick and Canons direct, hath, in ſundry Ca- 
ſes, given matter of Offence to good Chriſtians, and been the oc- 
caſion of much Indecency in the Celebration of that Holy Sa- 
crament.. 110741777205; Ii: 1 f 31d) Debuff 
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That the Apoſtles Rules concerning Decency and Order, in 


the Publick Worſhip' of God, and the Directions of our Church 
in the 18h Canon, anſwerable to that Rule, are in ſeveral 
Churches of this Province, notoriouſly Violated, by the irrever- 
ent and diſorderly behaviour of thoſe Perſons. who preſume to 


cover 


(14) 
cover their Heads,  inathe Church, in the time of Divine Servic 
dr who do not, in Kneeling, Standing, and other Reſpecis, te 
mean. themſelves in ſuch manner, as is by that Canon, and the 
ook of Common- Prayer requir d; or who, by Walking, or 
Talking, or otherwiſe, diſturb the Service or Sermon, or with- 
out, any urgent or neceſſary Cauſe, depart. out of the Church, 


* ; 


during the time of Service or Sermon. | 
That notwithſtanding. the Exemplary Gare of many Bi- 
ſhops inthe admiſſion of Perſons into Holy Orders (for which Wo 
have great reaſon to bleſs God, and te be thankful ts their 

rd ſhips) yet to our grief, in ſome Dioceſſes, the Conditions in 
that regard ;preſcrib'd by the 33d, 34h, and 35th Canons, have 
not been obſerv'd. On the contrary, the little Caution uſed 
by Somein Granting, and by Others in allowing of Letters Te- 
ſtimonial z the not inſiſting on true, certain and ſufficient Titles; 
the want of a ſtrict and. diligent examination of ſuch, as offer 
themſelves to be Ordain'd ; and an unneceſſary, Ordination of 
Perſons, without either Univerſity Degrees or Education, con- 
Ligue to be juſt matter of Complaint. 


Y And it were further to be wiſhed, that the Ordinations of 

Miniſters might always be enter'd in the publick Regiſters - of 
their reſpective Dioceſs, in ſo Particular and Authentick a man- 
ner, as to afford ſufficient Evidence, for the detecting ſuch per- 
ſons as forge Letters of Orders, and to provide againſt the In- 
conveniences which may ariſe to the Clergy, upon any loſs of 
their Letters of Order. 


(c) That frequent Abuſeshave happen'd, to the great Scandal 
of the Church. and the Juriſdiction thereof, by the negle& of 
the 163d. Canon, which appoints, that before any Licence for the 
Celchration of Matrimony be granted, it ſhall appear to the 
Judge (by the Oaths of two ſufficient Witneſſes, one of them to be 
known to the Judge himſelf, or to ſome other Perſon of good Re- 
putation then preſent, and known likewiſe to the ſaid judge) 
that the expreſs Conſent of the Parents, or Parent, if one be 
Head, or Guardians or Guardian of the Parties, is theteunto had, 
J {3 Concerning all the Particulars in this Parigraph, ſee Speechp. 3. 6, 7. 
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and 


m—_—c Mo — 


— — — 4 — os 


1 Sf „ 


* * 5 7, 2 


Fo Gl. „ . 


d 


and obtain'd. As alſq by the irregular granting of Licences of 

Marriage, contrary to the true intent of the 1024, Canon, which 

ovides; that one Condition of every ſecurity taken ypon grant- 

k any Licence be, that Matrimony ſhall be Celebrated in the 

Pariſh-Chyrch, or gs where. one of the Partjes dwelleth, 
8 


and in no other place. ikewiſe by the practice of Minifters, 
who (contrary ta the expreſs Prohibition of the 624. Canon) 4g 
under any pretence whatſoever, join any Perſons in Marriage, at 
any time, but only betagen the Hours of Eight and Twelve in 
the Morning, or in any place, but in the Pariſh Church or Cha 

| where one of them dwelleth ; and moreover by the evil Cu- 

om of Lodging, blank Licences in improper Hands, | 

And we cannot but expreſs our hearty Concern, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the wiſe proviſion made by the Laws Ecclefiaſtica] and 
Civil, againſt Clandeſtine Marriages, there ſhould till be fougd 
Perſons, being, or pretending to be, in Holy Orders, who fre- 
quently tranſgreſs the ſaid Laws, to the diſhonour of the Church 
and the ruin of many Families. 

(a) That Perſons Excommunicated, and not Reforming them- 
ſelves within three Months, have not every fix Months enfuj 
been openly denounced, both in the Pariſh Church, and in the 
Cathedral of the Dioceſs, where they remain; in ſuch manner as 
is prefcrib'd by the 65th Canon; for want of which Publick and 
Repeated Denunciation, the good Ends propos'd in that Canon, 
haye been fruſtrated ; and the Sentence of Excommunication 
hath been render'd leſs awful and effectual than it ought to be. 


(5) ThatCommutations of Penance, without the knowledge of 
the Biſhop, and the frequency of ſuch Commutratjons, even for 
light Syms, and in improper Caſes, and the priyate diſpoſal 
of the Money thence ariſing, without notifying the fame to the 
Congregation, are practices of very evil Conſequence, as * 
tend greatly to diſcourage Church-Wardens from preſenting Of- 
fenders, as they are inſufficient for removing the ſcandal given to 
the Church, and for removing the Perſons ſo allow'd to Com- 


mute, and are plainly repugnant to a Conſtitution made jn the 
Year 1597, which forbids ſuch Abuſes, under the Penalty oft three 
Months ſuſpenſion, to be inflited by the Biſhop. 
1 — — — — — —— — — 
(a) See Speech, p. 7. 
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That Perſons have been admitted to: be Chancellors or Offici- 
als, and, as ſuch, to exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, who hays 
not taken any Degree in any Univerſity; the advancement of 
which Perſons, not qualify'd with degrees of Schools, to Offices 
of ſo great Truſt aud Authority, is, as we conceive, againſt the 
true intent and meaning of the 127%, Canon, as well as ag2inft 
the declar'd Opinion of the Arch-biſhop and. Biſhops, in the Yezr 
of our Lord 1571. that, Ouivis Cancellarius Commiſſarius & Officialis 
erit Inſtitutus in Legious Eccleſiaſticis & civilibus, qui in Scholis, Do- 
Arinæ nomine, gradum aliquem ſuſceperit ; And doth manifeſtly 
tend to thediſcuuragement of the Study and Profeſſion of the Ci- 
vil and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, to the prejudice of the Univerlitics, 
and to the impairing of the Dignity of thoſe Offices. 


That the defective Preſeatments of Church-Wardens, and the 
Connivance of thoſe, who by the 26th and 117th Canons ate em- 
power'd,,and requir'd. to puniſh. ſuch Church-Wardens as wilfully 
neglect their Duty, have been one great Cauſe of the preſent de- 
cay of: Church-Diſcipline and neglect of the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
dition, and that Church-Wardens have been greatly diſcouragd 
from doing their Duty in this reſpect, by the Remiſſneſs of Ec- 
clifiaſtical; Judges, and their Officers, in not proſecuting ſuch 
Matters and Perſons, as have at any time been preſented to them. 


That the Credit and Influence of the Eccleſiaſtical Iuriſdiction, 
hath been much impair'd by the corrupt Practice of Regiſters, in 
taking (contrary to the 135th Canon) other or greater Fees, than 
ſuch as were certify'd to the moſt Reverend the Arch-biſhop of 
Canterbury in the Year 1597, and by him ratify'd and approv'd; 
and that great occaſion hath been given to their Exactions in this 


— 
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(17) 
point, by the Impunity, with which they have been permitted to 
tranſgreſs the 1 36t9 Canon, Conſtituting and Appointiag, that 
every Regiſter ſhall place two Tables, containing the ſeveral 
Rates and Sums of all the faid Fees ; one in the uſual Place or 
Conſiſtory, where the Court is kept, and the other in his Regiſtry; 
and both of them in ſuch ſort, as thatevery Perſon, whom it con- 
cerneth, may without difficulty come to the viewand 1 
thereof, and take a Copy of them; and that Regiſters offending 
againſt the ſaid Canon ſhall be ſuſpended from the Execution of 


their Office. 


That the ſuffering the Seal of any juriſdiction to be kept, by 
any other Perſon, but either the Judge himſelf, or his lawful 
ſubſtitute, exerciling Juriſdiction for him (contrary to the 124 
Canon) hath occaſion'd many clandeſtine and corrupt Practices, 
whereby Eccleſiaſtical Judges have been much defrauded, their 
Authority abus'd, and the Acts and Proceedings of their Courts 
defam'd and vilify'd. And that like Inconveniences have hap- 
pen'd by ſending out Proceſſes of Quorum nomina, without firſt 
expreſly entring the Names of all ſuch, as thereby are to be cited, 
= a Subſcription of the ſaid Proceſſes and Names, by the Judge, 
or his Deputy; which Circumſtances are directed and requir d 
by the 12075 Canon. | 


That many great inconveniences have enſu'd, and may here- 
after ariſe by the neglect of Regiſters, in not cauſing all Teſta- 
ments exhibited into their Offices, to he Regiſter'd within a 
convenient time, according to the direction given in the 134 
Canon, as alſo by the Non- obſervance of the 126th Canon, which 
orders and enjoins, that all ſuch Poſſeſſors and Exerciſers of Pe- 
culiar Juriſdiction, as have no known nor certain Regiſters, nor 
publick place to keep their Records in, ſhall oace in every Year, 
exhibit into the publick Regiſtry of the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, 
or of the Dean and Chapter, under whoſe juriſdiction the ſaid. 
Peculiars are, every Original Teſtament of every Perſon in that 
time deceas'd, and by them prov'd in their ſeveral Peculiar Ju- 
ditions, or a true Copy of every ſuch Teſtament, Examin'd, 
Subſcrib'd and Seal'd by the Peculiar Judge and his Notary, 


That exacting of exceſſive Fees for Collations and In- 
ſitutions, and particularly the obliging the Clergy, at their In- 
ations, to pay great and unfraſonable Fees to the _— 
D cer 


618) 


Officer for Sequeſtration, Relaxation, and for the Apparitors lay. 
ing of both, and afterwards refuſing them Induction, unleſs they 
will pay the ſame Fees over again to'the Arch-Deacons Regiſter, 
as alſo the multiplying of Fees for Sequeſtration and Relaxation, 
where there are ſeveral Chappels of Eaſe under one Mother. 
Church, are a great and very oppreſſive burden upon the Clergy 


That from the 137th, Canon, concerning Fees to be paid in 
ſhewing Letters of Orders, and other Licences, occaſion hath 
been taken unneceſſarily to multiply Inſtruments, and to de- 
mand of the Clergy at Vilitations, Fees for more Inſtrument; 
than they had, or were bound to exhibite.: And.contrary to the 
expreſs words of that Canon, whole Fees for ſuch Inftruments 
have been demanded and pay'd, more than once, in the time of 
'the ſaid Biſhop. | 


(a) That great Trouble and Charge have been occaſion'd to ſe- 

veral Miniſters, thro? the default and miſ-behaviour of Sub-col- 
lectors, and other Officers employ'd in receiving of Tenths, who 
have either demanded and taken Arbitary and Exceſſive Fees in 
| diſcharge of ſuch Tenths as have not been paid in time, or in 
proſpect of ſome undue advantage, have ſuffer d Tenths to lie long 
In Arrear, to the prejudice of ſucceeding Miniſters, who, by 
this neglect, ſtand often charg'd with the Debts of their Prede- 
ceſlors. 
— 0) That great Encroachments have been made upon the Rights 
and Poſſeſſions of the Church, by the general neglect of procur- 
ing and preſerving true Notes and Terriers of Glebe-Lands, 
and other Poſſeſſions belonging to Churches, as is ordain'd by the 
'87tb Canon. | 


That due care hath not been taken to obſerve thatStatute (29. 
Car. 2. c.8.) which Enacts, that every Arch-Biſhop, Dean, and 
Chapter, ſhall cauſe every Leaſe or Grant, wherein any augmen- 
tation for the uſe of any Vicat or Curate is made, to be enter 
in a Book of Parchment to be kept by their Regiſters; and that 
the faid entry being examin'd by the reſpective Arch-Biſhop, Bi- 
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(a) See Speech, pag. 3. 
(b) See Speech, pay. 8. 
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6 
ſhop, Dean and Chapter, and by them atteſted in the ſai 
Book, to be a true Copy (and that the Augmentation was 
intended for ſuch uſe) ſnall be as a Record, a Copy whereof prov'd 
by Witneſſes,” ſhall be evidence at Law: For want of which 
care, many Vicars and: Curates may be depriv'd of the Ben cf 
intended them by that wholſome-and charitable LAW © 
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(4) That in fe. late Editiong of the Holy Bible; and of the 
Liturgy of the Church of England, ſeveral groſs Errors have been 
committed. 


a 
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This Houſe had alſo intended to have gffer'd to your Lordſhips 
1 Repreſentation (long ſince prepar'd by their Committee, and 
which, had itnot been for () your Lordſhips long Receſs, would 
have been laid before you) concerning the open Immorality and 
Prophanneſs 2 2 2 of 2 r Liberty there 
taken to expoſe ſacred Things and Perſons; which, hath given 
juſt matter ob Scandal and Grief to all ſerious Chriſtians, an 
hath been one chief occaſion of that Corruption of Manners 
and Contempt of Religion, which at preſent prevail. But 
they find themſelves happily prevented in this Inſtance, by the 
Pious care of Her Majeſty, in the late order given for repreſſing 
and reſtraining ſuch great Enormities for the future. 


(c) They ſubmit it however to your Lordſhips great Wiſdom, 
and godly Concern for Religion, whether this Houſe may not be 
permitted to join with yur rn de 1 to Her Ma- 
jeſty, expreſſing our himble*Thartks for the ſea ſonable Interpo- 
tion of Her Royal Authority, towards remedying theſe Licen- 
tious Practices, and our earneſt Deſire and Prayer, that it may 
be effeual throughly to ſuppreſs the ſame. 


May it pleaſe your Grace and your Lord ſhips, 


Theſe Articles we humbly lay before your Lordſhips, in hopes 
that ſome at leaſt of the Grievances, therein repreſented, may 
Ppear to your Lordſhips (as all of them do to us) worthy of pre- 
ſent deliberation and redreſs. r 

a) See Speech, page 3. 

(d) See — —— K 

e) See Preface, page ult. We 
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We have choſe to offer them in general, without ſpecifying « 
each Head, the particular Facts " which they are — ac 
as judging this method of Application moſt decent and moſt 4 
reeable to Antient Precedents: We ſhall be ready neverth 
$ to in due form, ſpecial Proof of theſe general Sug 
geſtions, wherever it ſhall be thought wanting, and wheneve 
your Lordſhips ſhall be pleas d to demand it. 
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